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Good morning, 

I don’t know about you, but I am so looking forward to March 14th...Daylight Savings Time begins!  Call me crazy; call 

me optimistic; call me whatever; but. I have a strong belief that particular Sunday, closely followed by our most holy of 

weeks, will bring new light to our dark, damp world.  I’m hoping and praying, anyway.  On that note, as always, I sin-

cerely hope you and your loved ones are safe, happy and healthy.  Each week, vaccine related news seems to be 

more relevant to a wider range of us.  Availability locations have expanded as well as weekly vaccine allocations.  As of 

last Wednesday, local teachers and school staff began receiving their first round of vaccines.   Again, for up-to-date 

vaccine / COVID information, please visit our county website.  It’s one of the best one stop / real time informational 

hubs that directly affects you. Simply copy and paste this link -  https://www.gastongov.com/coronavirus/      

We had a very informed, productive and engaging meeting last month. We launched our Zoom access for the first time 

and thanks to VP, MELINDA SUDDES, it worked surprisingly well; a few hiccups here and there, but overall, everyone 

was quite pleased.  We hope more of you will opt for that option as we continue with our monthly meeting.  

Before our “official” Guest Speaker, BRAD OVERCASH, began club member Kelly Gilbert  spoke with us 

about an array of community service projects for our club to consider.  Several focused on supporting nursing 

home clients and staff.  Projects ranged from sending cards and well-wishes to 

clients to preparing blessing bags for clients and staff. Thank you,  KELLY, for 

the wonderful suggestions. Knowing that we are a very caring group, I have no doubt our 

members will want to participate. BRAD OVERCASH was up next and spoke on the 1st 

Amendment, the cornerstone of some of our most basic rights. As he spoke, he masterful-

ly weaved constitutional history, our forefathers wisdom,  as well as their intent and mean-

ing.  BRAD then focused on interpretations, misconceptions, and the challenges that have and will continue to be 

made regarding these rights. Thank you so much, Brad.  Much was learned and we all left a little wiser about our rights 

as they relate to the 1st Amendment.   

Again, we can’t thank our County GOP / Chair (GCRW Associate Member)  JONATHAN FLETCHER enough for gra-

ciously making Headquarters available for our meeting / gathering space. In case you didn't know, it’s 

been spruced up a bit too. Thanks to some wonderful and energetic volunteers, all the “stuff” has been 

gone through and organized, a tv has been mounted and works beautifully for Zoom purposes, new 

chairs have been added, the carpet has been cleaned and the walls painted and re-decorated with flags 

and such.  It needed a bit of T.L.C. and now it really looks good. A big shout out and huge thank you to 

club members ROSEMARY LEDFORD, MELINDA SUDDES and MELISSA HUMBERT.  

They put a fresh coat of paint on the main space then re-decorated the walls.  What a dif-

ference paint makes!  Their handywork couldn't have come at a better time either. Their 

efforts were showcased literally right off the bat! The NCFRW was coming to town and that 

meant women from across the state would be converging on our Headquarters.   Yes, 

NCFRW President and club member, PAT SMITH,  was holding her 

Winter Meeting right here in Gastonia !  On Saturday, February 21st, over 60 NCFRW members 

walked into a freshly painted, inviting GOP Headquarters.  Thanks to a host of GCRW club mem-

bers, all attendees were well taken care of from the time they stepped into our mall until they said 

their goodbyes.  DEE BEATY, braving the chilly weather, graciously greeted and directed every-

one as they came through the mall entrance doors.  Official Headquarter Greeters, ROSEMARY 

LEDFORD, MELINDA SUDDES and MELISSA HUMBERT served as our 2nd welcoming  
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Committee and JULIE STROUPE efficiently man-

aged all the registration / sign in process. EDITH 

PARKER sold merchandise while SUZANNE       

RILEY, KATHY BOSWELL, CHARLENE HIGH, 

MARY FRANCES FORRESTER and ANN HUG-

GINS made sure our guests were “happy” mingling 

with them before, during and after the meeting.  A few of the meeting 

highlights: GOP State Chair, MICHAEL WHATLEY, reminded the audience to stay focused on the 

many victories of ‘20 and use them as our motivation / driving force going forward. Foothills Regional 

VP, SUZANNE RILEY, as well as other VP’s gave updates on the varied activities of individual 

clubs, and MARY FRANCES FORRESTER talked about her book, For Such a Time as This, availa-

ble now through a number of outlets including our GOP Headquarters Store.  All in all, it was a great 

day.  Ladies, you were spectacular….Thank you!      

It’s that time once again! The GOP County Convention is set for Saturday, March 27th at GOP 

Headquarters in Eastridge Mall.  If you have been itching to become more active within the party, participation in the 

convention is an excellent avenue. The Convention and Precinct Meeting is open to ALL REGISTERED REPUBLI-

CANS in Gaston County. Convention registration will run from 10:30-11:30.  Please note: You must be registered to 

participate.  Registration is $10 and you are highly encouraged to register early, online through the Gaston County 

GOP website - https://gaston.nc.gop/. There will be NO service fees attached with the online registration. You can 

also order (prepay only) a boxed lunch (an additional $15), if you are so inclined.  You have 3 options to choose 

from,. All come with a drink and cookie.  The Precinct Meeting will commence at 11:30 followed by the County Con-

vention at 12:00. Again, if you wish to become more active in GOP happenings at the local, district or state levels, it 

all begins here!  You have an opportunity to also become a delegate for the 5th Congressional District Convention 

(April the 10th in Caldwell County)  and the NCGOP Convention (held in June in Greenville).  However, that oppor-

tunity can only happen by first actively participating in the County Convention on March 27th!  You have nothing to 

lose but a little time and a minimum of $10.00.  What are you waiting for….Register online today. 

Mark your calendars now for our March Meeting, Thursday, March 18th, noon at GOP Headquarters in Eastridge 

Mall.  Guest Speaker, Dena Barnes, will give us insightful information on election integrity.  You won’t want to miss it.   

As always, please feel free to invite a like minded friend, bring a snack or lunch and don’t forget your mask.   

Our “Reading Right” Book Club will meet Tuesday, March 23rd at 6:00 p.m. - JP’s House in Franklin Square 

(beside Jersey Mike’s Subs).  The book selection is “The Great U.S.-China Tech War” by: Gordon G. Chang. 

Also, you might want to revisit Rush Limbaugh’s, “The Way Things Ought To Be.” As always, all interested 

members, associate members and like thinking guests are encouraged and welcome to attend and join!  

Questions, please contact  Alexis Nash - asnash@bellsouth.net   

Finally, as we prepare for the Resurrection, please continue to keep the less 

fortunate, the sick, the lonely, the lost, etc., in your daily prayers.  Wishing you 

and your family a Happy and Glorious Easter! 
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Links of Interest…Simply copy and paste the individual link onto your browser, 

click and read.  Teasers are in bold RED. 

When will it end? - https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/24/opinion/covid-school-closures-
children.html?auth=login-facebook 

Say what? - https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/there-go-the-democrats-with-another-
1-trillion-of-your-money 

The beat goes on! - https://www.dailywire.com/news/rioters-smash-windows-force-businesses-to-
board-up-in-downtown-portland 

Here’s a thought! - https://www.theepochtimes.com/twitter-facebook-google-need-regulation-like-
a-utility-company-texas-ag-ken-paxton_3714394.html? 

Pray! - https://patriotpost.us/articles/78021-equality-act-creates-new-persecuted-class-2021-02-26 

Running out of spin? - https://townhall.com/tipsheet/mattvespa/2021/03/02/ny-post-heres-the-
real-reason-why-biden-continues-to-peddle-doom-and-gloom-on-c-n2585529 

He’s baccck! - https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/holder-reminds-us-most-
gerrymandering-complaints-mask-partisan-goals/ 

As we near 

the end of 

our 2021 

Membership 

Campaign, 

we want to give a big 

shout out and Thank You 

to those of you who have 

renewed.                   

We’re not done though.             

We’re still waiting on a 

few to recommit for ‘21.  

We won’t be complete 

without YOU.  Yes, it’s 

YOU we want and it’s 

YOU we 

need.  So, if 

you haven’t 

renewed, 

we hope 

you will take 

a moment 

and do so today! Thank 

you  

 

Martha 
Deaver 

Our longtime GCRW member, faithful servant 
and dear friend, Martha Deaver, has passed 
away. Martha was a ray of sunshine, always 
smiling, always happy and helpful.  

Service: 2:00pm, Sunday, McLean’s - Gastonia - Founders Chapel                                                                  
Receiving of friends immediately following the service 

For more details visit: mcleanfuneral.com 
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