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Gaston County Republican Women  July, 2020 

 

Good morning, 

As has become my opening line the past several months, I hope you and your family are doing well and staying healthy 

in mind, body and soul.  June was a turning point for us virus wise; unfortunately, not in a positive way.  As I’m sure you 

know, the upward tick is attributed to things like: increased testing, Phase 2 openings & restriction liftings, state to state 

summer vacation travel, protests, etc. As of a week or so ago, a ramped up version of Phase 2 compliance actions con-

tinue to guide our daily lives. The one constant in all this...we remain and are responsible and in control our own actions 

and space.  On that note, stay safe, stay healthy, stay smart!   

 A friend showed me this video over the weekend, makes you want to shout USA, USA, USA, USA, - please copy, 

paste, watch, listen and share!!!!         https://www.facebook.com/turningpointusa/videos/969360453534613/  

Our June 18th “stay within the Phase 2 guidelines Meet & Mingle” was a huge success, much 

needed, and quite enjoyable even if it did rain off and on. It was so good to see and visit with 

fellow club members, both old and new. There was lots of great and diverse conversation, 

shared views on issues, current events and happenings, discussions on convention decisions 

and the strategies / campaigns at all levels of the all important fall election. In other words, the 

evening hummed along in a casual and comfortable setting; yet was extremely productive, engaging and fun.  I know I 

gleaned a great deal from it.  A big THANK YOU to Suzanne & Randy Riley for opening up their beautiful home and out-

door space to our group, for being such gracious hosts and for always being supportive of me and our club.  By the 

way, we WILL have several more of these LIMITED NUMBER events as long as quarantine restrictions continue. I hope 

to see you at the next one - key word, LIMITED; so, please reply when an RSVP is requested. 

There are not enough synonyms for appreciation and thanks to describe our gratitude to Juanita Wagner for her many 

years of spearheading our “Reading Right” monthly book club.  Thank you Juanita. Your commitment to the value and 

importance of READING RIGHT has been invaluable.  Going forward, Alexis Nash will be our “go to” book club person.  

She will handle coordinating everything; from selections, to dates/times & locations.  Hopefully we will be able to start 

back up in August.  As always, book club is open to all our members and any like thinking guests.  Alexis will send an 

email in the not too distant future regarding the August selection.  In the meantime, if you have selection ideas or want 

more information about book club, please feel free to email her directly - asnash@bellsouth.net 

Speaking of clubs, being a full member of our club automatically makes you a member of 

NCFRW - North Carolina Federation of Republican Women and NFRW - National Federation of 

Republican Women.  What does that entail, you ask.  First, you should be receiving plenty of 

communications from both.  If you aren’t, please let me know.  Both have all the social media out-

lets from websites, to FB, to twitter and the like.  The NCFRW puts out a monthly newsletter.  Our club, as is every club 

in the country, is highlighted on the NFRW website and each president administers their own information and can sub-

mit articles and pictures which we have done on a fairly consistent basis. As a matter of fact, GCRW club member, 

Kathy Boswell, recently signed up through NFRW for a FREE zoom connect with NY Congresswoman Elise Stefanik 

when she happened to see a post their FB page.  This reminded me of the valuable information, interesting opportuni-

ties, training, speakers, articles and happenings that this site And the NCFRW offers to members......US!  You can find 

the links to these sites and others in the STAY CONNECTED section of the monthly newsletter.  
Continued on page 2 

Suzanne & Randy 



Favorite both sites now, better yet, make them desktop icons and take advantage of the privileges that come to us as 

members of the GCRW!   Finally, please read the information on page 6 regarding Campaign Hours Reporting.  This 

is new and different and requires YOU to report on an individual basis rather than by club as in the past.      

The Gaston GOP store is open Fridays from 11-6 and Saturdays from 11-2. They are still looking 

for more volunteers as a means to expand store hours.  If you or someone you know are interest-

ed, please contact Jonathan Fletcher by email at jonathan.fletcher@gastongop.org. 

The NCGOP Convention scheduled for July 10th will be held virtually with no in-person meetings 

due to Governor Cooper's executive orders. Delegates will receive instructions for attending the virtual convention soon. 

The State Convention will mark approximately 4 months until the November election. Although the campaign time clock 

is ticking rapidly for candidates at every level, please know I have actively and consistently reached out to various enti-

ties and campaigns asking what we, as a club, could do to benefit efforts.  Unfortunately, due to the current situation, 

there just isn't much that can be done with the exception of phone banking.  However, below are several informational 

pieces I was asked to deliver.    

First, a huge thank you to NC House of Representatives John Torbett (Associate Member) for sponsoring a Resolution 

recognizing and honoring Women's Suffrage and honoring the NCFRW with a Proclamation in celebration of the 100th 

Anniversary of the Right to Vote for Women.  Also, John and Viddia would love to send you their newsletter. Interested, 

then follow these simple instructions.  Sign up to receive my newsletter!  Keep up to date with the latest news facing 

Gaston County and North Carolina. You can sign up by texting “JTORBETT” to 22828,                                                      

or visit https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/CFYSFXb.  

GOP Candidate for NC State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Catherine Truitt, sends her warm 

regards and would greatly appreciate our support.  She would also appreciate you copying and pasting 

the link below to read more about her stance on school openings and greater latitude to local systems. 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2020/06/dpi-candidate-truitt-calls-for-local-control-of-the-reopening-

of-n-c-schools/ 

EC Sykes is a businessman, not a politician, who wants to put his business acumen to work for 

North Carolina.  Please like his FB page at EC Sykes for Secretary of State.  Also, check out his 

website CforNC.com.  While there, you can sign up for his weekly prayer call. Saturday, July 25,  

will be a Day of Action.  Volunteers can either knock on doors or make calls.  To sign up, please 

email LaDonna Ryggs at ladonna.ryggs@ecfornc.com.                  

                     SUPPORT ALL OUR CANDIDATES! 

 

 



 

http://www.nfrw.org/  

http://www.ncfrw.com/  

https://gaston.nc.gop/  

https://www.nc.gop/  

https://www.gop.com 

gastonrw.org 

https://www.donaldjtrump.com/  

 July Birthdays 

    Pat Westbrook      July  11th 

   Cassandra Longeway    July 12th 

    Alice Brown       July 15th 

   Madeline Keeter      July 17th 

   Vickie Whitley        July 21st 

   Alice Auten      July 25th 

   Yvonne Burton     July 25th 

   Abby Gathings     July 29th 

   Suzanne Whatley    July 31st 

 

 

 

August Birthdays 

  Charlene High      August 6th 

  Sharon Moss     August 13th 

  Ina Jones      August 16th 

  Melodie Hall     August 16th 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 

Eileen Mateo    September 4th 

Kathy Boswell     September 5th 

Mary Collier     September 9th 

Elizabeth Hammerle   September 9th 

Susan Neeley     September 11th 

Shelton Davis     September 12th 

Dee Beatty      September 18th 

Pennie Thrower    September 20th 

Melinda Suddes    September 25th 

Melissa Humbert    September 25th 

Debbi Dunn      September 29th 

Links of Interest…Simply copy and paste the individual link onto 

your browser, click and read.  Topics are in bold. 

Fair play? - https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/state-shouldnt-play-favorites/  

Seriously? - https://thefederalistpapers.org/us/dnc-stunningly-tweets-trump-celebrating-
4th-july-mount-rushmore-glorifying-white-supremacy?
ff_source=spotim&ff_medium=spotim_recirculation  

Are we or aren’t we? - https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/education/
article243902517.html?  

Follow through how ‘bout it! - https://www.carolinajournal.com/news-article/cooper-
mask-enforcement-rule-confused-businesses/   

Is that really next? - https://www.redstate.com/diary/
conservativecurmudgeon/2020/06/27/what-happens-when-they-run-out-of-statues/  

Better way? - https://www.politico.com/news/agenda/2020/06/30/how-to-bypass-politics-
and-improve-our-pandemic-response-344614 https://money.usnews.com/banking/
articles/how-to-keep-your-information-safe-when-online-banking  

https:/www.charlottesgotalot.com/                   
-2020-republican-national-convention  
https://www.charlottein2020.com 

2020 RNC Convention 

   August 24-27, 2020  

   Jacksonville, FL 

http://www.ncfrw.com/
https://gaston.nc.gop/
https://www.nc.gop/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/
https://www.charlottesgotalot.com/2020-republican-national-convention
https://www.charlottesgotalot.com/2020-republican-national-convention


4 Why do they all dress in black?  Like other protest movements dating back to Cold War era West German anarchists, Antifa 
supporters will often dress all in black, sometimes covering their faces with masks or helmets so they can’t be identified by op-
posing groups or the police. It's an intimidating tactic – known as a "black bloc" – which also allows them to move together as 
one anonymous group. There are also offshoots - one Antifa group in Oregon said they also have a "snack bloc" of people who provide food 
and water for their allies during protests. 

5. What tactics do they use?  Antifa look to disrupt alt-right events and far-right speakers. They use a variety of tactics to do this – including 
shouting and chanting and forming human chains to block off right-wing demonstrators. Some are unapologetic about their online tactics, 
which include monitoring the far right on social media. They also release personal information about their opponents online, commonly known 
as "doxxing" – they’ve gotten some alt-right supporters fired from their jobs after identifying them online. Antifa groups also use more tradi-
tional forms of community organizing like rallies and protest marches. The most extreme factions will carry weapons like pepper spray, knives, 
bricks and chains – and they don’t rule out violence. 

6: How violent are they? Their willingness to use violence marks out Antifa from many other left-wing activists, although the Antifa members 
we spoke to said they denounce the use of weapons and violent direct action. They said if violence does occur, it’s as a form of self-defense. 
They also make historical arguments to justify their position. For instance, they ask, what if opponents of the German Nazi Party had been 
more forceful in their opposition in the 1930s, could World War Two and the Holocaust have been averted?  Antifa have been directly and 
sometimes physically confronting the far right on the streets and, in some cases, they have been successful in postponing, cutting short or can-
celling rallies and speeches up and down America. 

7. Do women join Antifa groups? Traditionally direct street action has been a most-
ly male domain, but significant numbers of women are members of Antifa groups 
and have been arrested at counter-demonstrations against the alt-right in Califor-
nia and elsewhere. Female members of Antifa groups told us they view the current 
administration as being anti-women. They point to White House policies on immi-
gration, affordable health care, abortion rights and voting rights and say they dis-
proportionately affect women and minorities. We spoke with Sunsara Taylor from 
the Antifa group: Refuse Fascism who told us 
women are moti-
vated to respond 
to "what hits 
them".  

 
Seven things you need to know about Antifa 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/X56rQkDgd0qqB7R68t6t7C/seven-things-you-need-to-know-about-antifa 
 

Online battles between far right groups and anti-fascists – or "Antifa" – are now regularly spilling out onto the streets of 
America. But who are Antifa and what do they represent? Anisa Subedar and Mike Wendling went to the West coast of 
America to find out for Seriously... podcast Political Violence in America. Here are seven facts you need to know. 
 
1. How long have Antifa been around?  Some Antifa groups date the origins of their movement to fights against European 
fascists in the 1920s and 1930s. Mark Bray, author of Antifa: The Anti-Fascist Handbook, says the modern American Antifa 
movement began in the 1980s with a group called Anti-Racist Action. Its members confronted neo-Nazi skinheads at punk gigs in the American 
Midwest and elsewhere. By the early 2000s the Antifa movement was mostly dormant - until the rise of Donald Trump and the alt-right. 

2. How do you pronounce Antifa?  According to Bray, there are multiple different pronunciations. In the United States most people say  an-tee-
fa. In Europe it’s sometimes referred to as anti-far, which Bray believes has been influenced by the Italian word antifascismo. He says an-tee-
fa but doesn’t correct people who pronounce it differently. 

3. What are they opposed to?  Neo-Nazis, Neo-fascism, white supremacists and racism, and these days the 
movement that encapsulates some of those ideas: the alt-right. We spoke to secret Antifa groups in Ore-
gon. They said they come from a variety of political backgrounds but they were united in their opposition 
to fascism, and they have an anti-government streak. They said they see creeping authoritarianism in the 
current American administration that they are looking to build "a movement that really insulates us from 
the policies of Donald Trump". "It's not just resisting the federal administration but also resisting moves 
that can lead to fascism," one member told us, "and those happen locally whether from lo-
cal officials or from local alt-right movements." 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05l5pmr


By Shayan Sardarizadeh and Mike WendlingBBC Monitoring and BBC Trending, June 2020 

More than three weeks since the death of George Floyd, anti-racism protests are continuing across the US.  While in many 
cases peaceful, the protests have also featured scenes of police brutality, looting and violence. Politicians, law enforcement 
and commentators on the left and right have accused a number of fringe groups of encouraging and participating in acts of 
violence. BBC News has been examining these groups on social media platforms. 

Boogaloo Bois...This relatively new anti-government subculture is perhaps the most dangerous of the bunch. Steven Carrillo, a 32-year-

old US Air Force sergeant from California, has been charged with the murder of two officers during the George Floyd protests, one in Oakland 
and another in Santa Cruz. US Air Force sergeant charged in 'Boogaloo' murder  Before being arrested, he wrote in his own blood the terms 
"boog" and "I became unreasonable" on a car. Both terms are commonly used by the movement.  

Rooted in a bulletin board dedicated to firearms on 4chan - called the /k/ board - Boogaloo Bois is a loose, leaderless movement.  The group's 
name is a reference to a poorly-reviewed 1984 film, Breakin' 2: Electric Boogaloo. The phrase "Electric Boogaloo" has since become an online 
meme meaning a low-quality sequel. But Boogaloo Bois use it to refer to armed conflict with authorities, something akin to a second US Civil 
War. Relatively small on 4chan in its early days, the movement has since considerably grown in size, notably helped by dozens of Facebook 
groups and pages with tens of thousands of members and followers. In order to evade Facebook restrictions on the word "Boogaloo", alternate 
terms like "Big Igloo", "Boog" and "Big Luau" are also frequently used. Like other online movements born out of 4chan, Boogaloo Bois are 
steeped in the vernacular of internet memes and in-jokes. 

Some in the movement refer to themselves as "boojahideen", a parody of the Followers have a variety of views and levels of seriousness towards 
the movement, but most could be described as extreme libertarians and sign up to two fundamental beliefs: A desire for an armed overthrow of 
the government, and an unwavering commitment to gun ownership. 

Boogaloo Bois were overwhelmingly opposed to coronavirus lockdowns, which they saw as an alarming sign of tyran-
ny. When anti-lockdown gatherings were held in several states in April and May, some armed members of the Booga-
loo movement were seen in the rallies, often wearing Hawaiian shirts - a tongue-in-cheek reference to Hawaiian luau 
celebrations. Black Lives Matter protests have caused a divide in the group. While the majority of members support 
the protests and are anti-police, some in the movement's more radical circles are conflicted. 

Facebook groups and pages post footage of armed members in Hawaiian shirts attending the protests carrying Boogaloo flags, claiming they are 
there to protect the protesters from police. Some even suggest that the demonstrations might trigger the "Boogaloo" that they've been waiting 
for. Videos and hashtags sympathetic to the group have also appeared on TikTok in recent weeks. They are often posted by young men with fire-
arms who call for an uprising. One video features captions such as "becoming more and more willing to die" and "cops showing at your door will 
be targeted first". 

Some members are capitalizing on the protests to engage in acts of violence against authorities. Three Boogaloo members were charged with 
terrorism offences in Nevada this month for alleged attempts to "spark violence" in protests. Facebook has since limited the reach of Boogaloo-
themed groups and pages. Several have been removed - or "got Zucced", as members call it - in the last few days. 

Antifa...short for "anti-fascist", is a loose affiliation of mostly far-left activists. They include anarchists, but also communists and a few social 

democrats. What sets them apart is their willingness to use violence - they say, in self-defense or to defend their communities. The movement, 
which at one point almost entirely disappeared in the US, saw a surge of interest after the election of Donald Trump. They routinely clash with 
the far right. During the recent protests, there's some evidence that they've been involved in property damage and looting. Authorities in Texas, 
for instance, say three alleged looters in Austin were antifa affiliates. But right-wing activists and President Donald Trump have made much 
bigger claims - that they are the driving force behind the violence. While US presidents can designate individuals or groups as foreign terror-
ists, legal experts have questioned whether Mr Trump has the authority to label antifa a "domestic terrorist organization". There's little evidence 
for the sweeping claims. Antifa activists are relatively rare - their numbers are tiny compared to the size of the US protests. 

Proud Boys...Founded in 2016 by Canadian-British right-wing activist Gavin McInnes, the Proud Boys is a far-right, anti-immigrant, all-

male group with a history of street violence against its left-wing opponents, notably antifa. The group's name is a reference to a song from the 
musical version of the Disney film Aladdin. Members often wear black and yellow Fred Perry polo shirts along with red "Make America Great 
Again" hats.  A member must declare that he is "a Western chauvinist who refuses to apologize for creating the modern world". 

The Proud Boys and affiliated groups have faced off against antifa in a number of violent street rallies in the last two 
years, most notably in Oregon, Washington and New York. Two members were jailed last year for beating up antifa activ-
ists in New York. The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), a prominent civil rights group, describes the Proud Boys as 
a hate group. Although Mr McInnes quit the group in November 2018, he filed a lawsuit against the SPLC three months 

later. Enrique Tarrio is the group's current chairman.  Proud Boys members are vehemently op-
posed to BLM protests. Describing attempts to bring down statues of Confederate leaders as a left
-wing plot to "destroy American history", members have been seen "guarding" statues of historical figures in a number 
of states. Following the establishment of the Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone, a police-free district in Seattle, Proud Boys 
members - some armed - turned up to confront what they called "authoritarian behavior" by the protesters  Photos and 
videos of clashes between the group and antifa members near the zone have gone viral.  Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 

and YouTube have all banned the group from their platforms. But accounts associated with the movement have popped up again during the pro-
tests. This week, 358 Facebook accounts and 172 Instagram accounts tied to Proud Boys were removed.  

George Floyd protests: Who are Boogaloo Bois, antifa and Proud Boys? 

Boogaloo Bois are often         

seen carrying this flag in protests  



**Report Your Campaign Volunteer Hours** 

 

Every member will report their own hours. Start 
counting your hours as of January 2020. 

App: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

NFRWCampCom  

 NFRW Campaign Committee Online Reporting 

This is a total change in how we have counted hours 
before, but the criteria is similar.  Click the link above 
and you will be asked some basic informational 
questions. You need to start with January. Once you 
have read this information, get our your calendar, 
count your total hours for the month. It takes about 5 
minutes to fill out. Just check the activities that you 

performed that month. 

1. All non-paid campaign activities benefiting our 

Republican Party, candidates, and/the Federation. 

2. Campaign work done within or outside the home, 
including mailings, phone calls, computer work, and 

social media postings or blogging. 

3. Work at and/or for a special campaign event - but 
NOT if you attend as a paid guest or if you are com-

pensated for the event. 

4. Attendance at (and travel portal to portal) State or 

National Federation Board of Directors Meetings 
and Conventions - as well as time spent in prepara-
tion for Federation meetings if you serve on a com-

mittee. 

5. Time in session at (and travel portal to portal) 
municipality, precinct/ward, county, district, or state 

party conventions. 

6. Time in session at (and travel portal to portal) 

RNC conventions. 

7. Time spent as a county, state, or national party 
committee member or as a temporary member, i.e. 

Rules Committee, Resolutions Committee, etc. 

8. Time spent on Trump Victory Leadership Initiative 

(TVLI) or Other Training 

9. Campaign work at club meetings, i.e. getting peti-
tions signed, doing mailings. DO NOT COUNT TIME 
SPENT IN REGULAR BUSINESS AT CLUB MEET-

INGS. 

10. Traveling from event to event - but NOT for per-

sonal stops en route. 

11. Volunteering at any municipality, county, state or 

Federation headquarters. 

12. Volunteering for a Republican candidate for a 

non-partisan office, e.g. school board elections. 

13. Working as a poll watcher on Election Day - but 

NOT if you are paid. 

14. Involvement in a Campaign Management 
School, i.e. training to be a faculty member, teaching 

and organizing a campaign school. 

15. Working on Election Day as an Election Judge, 
Precinct Inspector, or Election Clerk - but only if you 
turn the money you are paid over to your county 

party or your local FRW club. 

16. Presenting campaign programs or speeches at 

local civic organizations - but NOT if paid. 

17. Appearing on local media for the GOP cause. 

18. Running for office - all time spent campaigning. 

19. Time spent registering voters. 

20. Hours spent as editor of a club newsletter or 
state newsletter and hours spent as club yearbook 

chairman. 

21. The time spent preparing letters to the editor or 

op-eds (opinion editorials). 

22. Time spent participating on an NFRW, RNC, or 

state GOP Strikeforce. 

23. Total Number of Phone Calls Made? 

24. Total Number of Doors Canvassed? 

Dear Members, Associate Members and Friends of GCRW, 

The November elections are right around the corner and I need your help. Under current circumstances it is 
doubtful I will be able to hold a fundraiser and we are working hard to keep the Republican majority.  

Your donation will ensure that I have the resources needed as we approach the fall election. Thank you for your 
past contributions and support as we head into election season! 

Please click the link to go to my donation page https://harringtonforncsenate.com/.  

If you are a newer member I look forward to meeting you and please feel free to contact me! 

All the Best, 

Kathy Harrington 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001es45Mh3RTic2iR7qfw4ZoY-EQCoF8rWUcoAk_K92EKgyfwrvEU_ZW99BtVgyXgj5_TQZ3WclRd8a4Dwv9EC25u38Y3DT4Die56JsD4kwHDHSgITrVkuh_y6fm3S2-ZCWXcqmP4OXqKyNZQM7L6TLpe4K023sLwFP86DFCdP4iZlSqTj0cE273rkV392UnDezS7GR6z-JYvc=&c=0pEuJFRuBbnV0SWzh44yD
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001es45Mh3RTic2iR7qfw4ZoY-EQCoF8rWUcoAk_K92EKgyfwrvEU_ZW99BtVgyXgj5_TQZ3WclRd8a4Dwv9EC25u38Y3DT4Die56JsD4kwHDHSgITrVkuh_y6fm3S2-ZCWXcqmP4OXqKyNZQM7L6TLpe4K023sLwFP86DFCdP4iZlSqTj0cE273rkV392UnDezS7GR6z-JYvc=&c=0pEuJFRuBbnV0SWzh44yD
https://harringtonforncsenate.com/

