
 THREADS  OF RED 

Next Meeting 

Good afternoon, 

Sending boo coos of virtual hugs, smiles, love and laughter to you all.  I 

hope you are all well and safe.  While staying up-to-date with the ever 

changing news is of the upmost importance to our personal health and 

space, it’s just as important, if not more so, to keep ourselves positively 

engaged mentally and physically. What and how, you say?  While infor-

mation is vital and good, obsessing on every article, alert, news confer-

ence, fb post, etc., is not. Take the information, process and evaluate it 

as it pertains to you and your activities within your space; store that in-

fo.;  pass along anything that is truly helpful; continue on with your day. 

Make it a good day doing whatever floats your boat! In other words, my 

friends, stay just as well in mind and spirit as you are physically.                           

Speaking of the mind, for those of you who like to read, there are plenty of books out there.  Some 

you should check out that hit across the spectrum from historical, to political, to fiction and non. 

Some are oldies but goodies , others are hot off the press.  Here we go - Restoring Our Republic 

by Ned Ryan; With All Due Respect by Nikki Haley; When Breath becomes 

Air by Paul Kalaniti; Kingsbridge  (a 3 book series historical fiction) by Ken 

Follet; Then Sings My Soul by Robert Morgan; Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann 

Burns; any book by Fannie Flagg; Charles Kuralt; David Baldacci; I could go on 

and on.   

On another note, I’ve been on quite a few teleconferences the past several weeks which has pushed me to become 

savvy (I know, right!) with a program called ZOOM.  Apparently ZOOM is available to you too, on a limited basis right 

now anyway!  From what I understand, you can ZOOM with X# of people for 40 minutes per week at no charge for a 

month on a trial basis.  Interested, check it out.  It really is neat and just another avenue to stay connected with ex-

tended family, loved ones, neighbors, friends, church members and a very important group...GCRW 

members!!!! 

Easter is a week from this Sunday.  Although we won’t be celebrating the Resurrection in the traditional 

way, one beautiful reminder of renewed life is seeing, smelling and touching the miracles of nature sur-

rounding us right now. There is renewed life everywhere.  Everything is either in                                               

bloom or will be shortly.  “Jesus told her, ‘I am the resurrection and                                                                              

the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying.                                                

Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die.                                                

Do you believe this, Martha?’” -John 11:25-26  Wishing each of you                                                                    

a Blessed, Happy and Healthy Easter.   

Missing you more than you’ll ever know.  Dot 
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    Links of Interest…Simply copy and paste the individual link onto 

your browser, click and read.   Topics are in bold. 

Sounds like a plan - https://www.carolinajournal.com/news-article/in-policy-fight-against-covid-19-cut-red-tape-
experts-say/  

Sounds like a plan, part 2 - https://www.carolinajournal.com/news-article/policymakers-must-address-covid-19-in-
fiscally-responsible-way-experts-say/  

ABC’s, easy as 1,2,3,hum! https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/40829/  

Gleaning from others is good - https://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article241555071.html?  

As the Polls turn - https://townhall.com/tipsheet/guybenson/2020/03/30/crisis-surge-trump-hits-new-highs-in-
wapoabc-news-poll-n2565932  

 

http://www.nfrw.org/  

http://www.ncfrw.com/  

https://gaston.nc.gop/  

https:/www.charlottesgotalot.com/                   
-2020-republican-national-convention 

https://www.charlottein2020.com 

https://www.nc.gop/  

https://www.gop.com 

gastonrw.org 

GOP      
Meeting        

7:00 P.M.              

Union Diner      

Union Rd,  Gastonia                 

GCRW        
Meeting             

Lotus          
5:30-6:15- mingle    

6:15 - Meeting 

https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/lessons-for-a-newcomer/  

Lessons for a                                              

North Carolina newcomer    

(Welcome, honey!) 

Reading 
Right Book 
Club - 7:00                                       
LOTUS          

https://www.donaldjtrump.com/  

Now, more than ever, our President needs 

our unwavering support and prayers.  As 

we continue to pray for him, let’s also re-

member all those working tirelessly on our 

behalf in Washington, Raleigh and here in 

Gaston County. Continued prayers to all 

our doctors and health related personnel 

and those providing essential services on 

a daily basis. May God protect and keep 

them as they take care of our needs. Con-

tinued prayers for 

the vulnerable - 

from the elderly to 

the small child.   

Heavenly Father, 

Extend Your mercy 

and grace to the most vulnerable of our 

world. Their deliverance from suffering 

and hope for their future rests with 

You. With faith in Your infinite powers, I 

offer this prayer on behalf of those who  

are suffering throughout our nation and  

the world, wherever they are. 

Amen.  

   

VIRTUAL                                                       

District       
Convention  

Details to come  

Trump: 'With the Grace of God' 

America 'Will Win' the War against 

the Coronavirus 

http://www.ncfrw.com/
https://gaston.nc.gop/
https://www.charlottesgotalot.com/2020-republican-national-convention
https://www.charlottesgotalot.com/2020-republican-national-convention
https://www.nc.gop/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/opinion-article/lessons-for-a-newcomer/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/


 Martha Wilson              
April 8th 

 Pearl Burris-Floyd     
April 14th 

 Edith Parker              
April 15th 

 Catherine Gyscek      
April 18th 

 Marlene Huggins        
April 28th 

 Barbara Hammerle     
April 29th 

 Tweet Heavener             
May 9th 

 Anne Huggins              
May 16th 

 Julie Stroupe              
May 16th 

 Jo Ann Tindol             
May 17th 

     Andrea Moore                       
May 18th 

 

 Cathy Cloninger            
June 2nd 

 Jacqueline Jensen     
June 4th 

 Cindy Hughes                 
June 20th 

 Pam Bryson                    
June 30th 

An update on Club Member, Ina Jones.   

Ina has been moved to a rehabilitation facility in Salisbury. She is 
still very weak and has not been sleeping well.  As you can imagine, 
this ordeal is affecting Ina not only physically but mentally.  Hope-
fully, rehab will prove very successful and she will be able to get 
back to the life she desperately misses.  I know she would so love to 
hear from us.  If you would, please send her a card or note, even 
flowers or balloons.   

Of course, keep her, Dennis Hammerlee and all our members who 
are ill or recovering from illness in your daily prayers.                                                                                                                                   
  Mrs. Ina Jones,  Room 203                                                                                                    
  Eliz. Stanback Rehab Unit                                                                                                    
  Novant Health Medical Center                                                                                             
  612 Mocksville Avenue                                                                                                        
  Salisbury NC 28144 

It’s  

      Time! 

Here we go…. 

A) Who’s dying Easter 

eggs or decorating for Easter?  If you are, take 

some pictures and send to me - we’ll rate your tal-

ents and declare a winner.  Prizes to be awarded 

at our “WE MADE IT THROUGH THIS” MEGA 

PARTY!  May the best EGGpert win! 

B) Ahhhh yes, the Easter Bunny pictures. Come on, 

let see them! 

C) Final treat for this round of Crazy Fun - 

the annual Easter Picture!  Run, go find 

them.  You know where 

they are. you’ll laugh and 

cry and so will we!!! 

 

Send everything to:  dotcherry@me.com   

Gotta be willing to :                                           

1. share your email address                                      

2. pay attention (just a little)                        

3. share a requested picture / activity/

story, etc.. to play! 



U.S. Schools Aren't Ready for Online 
Learning: Andrea Gabor 
2020-03-31 13:30:50.824 GMT 
 
 
By Andrea Gabor 
(Bloomberg Opinion) -- Online instruction 

has arrived 
overnight in U.S. schools. And nobody’s ready for it. 
The problem isn’t just that school systems shuttered by the 
coronavirus pandemic suddenly face the huge challenge of 
improvising home-schooling routines on an unimagined scale. 
Students everywhere lack access to online tools. 
Many can’t afford them. And even where poverty isn’t the 
main barrier, few schools have developed a sophisticated digital 
capability. The promise of a technology revolution that would 
customize K-12 education to each student’s needs was sidelined 
early on by efforts to use technology to undermine unions, 
replace teachers and increase class size, alienating many 
educators. 
Training has been spotty and has left teachers and 
administrators unprepared. Scandals have plagued both for-profit 
online K-12 schools, which consistently underperform their 
brick-and-mortar counterparts, and for-profit online colleges. 
Meanwhile, the idea that universities like Harvard and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology could deliver elite 
instruction to the masses through the massive open online 
courses dubbed Moocs was undermined by media hype. 
Especially for elementary and high schools, where large- 
scale systematic research on online learning has been sparse, 
the online-education experiment set off by the coronavirus 
offers an opportunity — one that won’t be fully realized until 
the crisis is over — for state and local governments to assess 
how educators married technology and teaching on the fly. As 
they invent their virtual classrooms, teachers and districts 
also have a unique opportunity to document what works and what 
doesn’t and to seize back the momentum from philanthropy-backed 
organizations that have sought to redefine public education. 
As schools and colleges gather students in virtual meetings 
using Zoom or Google Classroom, one key obstacle to online 
education has come into sharp focus: The shortage of computer 
access and internet connections in high-poverty urban centers 
such as Miami and Los Angeles, where about 15 percent of 
students lack computers or internet access, and in rural areas, 
including vast swaths of the South. 
The Los Angeles Unified School District has enough devices 
for only about two-thirds of K-12 classes, prompting the 
superintendent to ask the state for $50 million to supply the 
remaining students with tablets, and local internet providers 
for free access for L.A.-area families, about one-quarter of 
whom have no broadband access.  
In New York City, an estimated 114,000 children live in 
unstable housing, including homeless shelters where WiFi is 
sparse. The education department is expecting to roll out 
300,000 internet-enabled iPads, even as some principals emptied 
their laptop carts so kids could take home devices before 
schools closed. 
Colleges also are wrestling with equity and access issues. 
The City University of New York initially suspended classes for 
one week to allow faculty to retool courses for distance 
learning. Another break announced last week was prompted by the 
need to get laptops and tablets to students who need them, and 
to forestall the possibility that students without technology 
access might drop out. 

At Los Angeles community colleges, the nation’s largest 
community college district serving 230,000 mostly poor students, 
classes also have been postponed as schools scramble to purchase 
and distribute technology to students and faculty. Fewer than 
half the system’s instructors have had any training in distance 
learning. 
Before the crisis, web-based courses and technology 
platforms such as Blackboard were in use on almost every U.S. 
college campus. College rankings are based in part on the 
quality of technology infrastructure and connectivity. 
Less is known about the scope of technology used in K-12 
schools. About 310,000 students are enrolled in virtual schools, 
and another 420,000 students in brick-and-mortar schools take at 
least one online course from state-sponsored digital programs. 
But there’s little research on the vast number of students who 
use technology in classrooms with a live teacher according to 
the Aurora Institute, which studies educational innovation. 
A 2010 study, one of the last to focus on the impact of 
online education on U.S. high schools, found that while online 
courses were then widely used to make up for lost academic 
credits, the quality of these courses was iffy. Students’ lack 
of self-discipline and command of math and reading skills may be 
another obstacle. Online courses are more successful when they 
allow schools to provide courses they otherwise could not. 
Yet an international comparison of 15-year-olds in 31 
countries found that “where it is more common for students to 
use the internet at school for schoolwork, students’ performance 
in reading declined.” 
Earlier online experiments, such as New York City’s 
Innovation Zone, launched in 2010, demonstrate both the 
challenges of designing engaging online education programs and 
why a chief benefit of technology is to expand connections among 
students, teachers and the outside world. 
The most successful iZone schools were educator-led efforts 
reliant on philanthropic funding that used technology as part of 
a broader strategy to rethink curriculum — in particular to 
develop interdisciplinary projects in longer time-blocks than 
the traditional 50-minute class, and to use technology to reach 
beyond school walls. For example, at Manhattan’s NYC iSchool, 
one nine-week module had students work on an exhibition for the 
National September 11 Memorial and Museum at Ground Zero. They 
began by studying the history of conflict between Islamic and 
Western civilizations. Students then used videoconferences to 
interview young people around the world about their views of the 
terrorist attacks. 
Ultimately, the zone expanded too rapidly and eventually 
unraveled — though the best schools continue to pursue 
innovative education strategies. 
Fostering person-to-person connections using apps like Zoom 
and Google Classroom are especially important now. Teachers 
accustomed to dominating classroom discussions will find that 
difficult. Instead, with standardized tests suspended and test- 
prep pressures eased, teachers can assign independent or small- 
group projects using phone and video for feedback. 
Tools like Google docs also “have the capacity to 
significantly improve teacher feedback and interaction with 
students,” says Nick Siewert, a consultant with Learning 
Matters. This is a time for educators and districts to document 
their education-technology experiences. After the crisis, the 
U.S. should finance systematic research on what worked and what 
didn’t, and expand its internet-funding programs. 
 
To contact the author of this story: 
Andrea Gabor at Andrea.Gabor@baruch.cuny.edu 
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